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TO THE 


RICHT HONOURABLE 
DOROTHY, 


Counteſs of Gaimsborough. 
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CC fa 8 ſoon as I underſtood it to be 
Q 7:5 Your Ladyſhip's Deſire, that the 
LNG following Diff ſe ſhould be made 
— Publick, and that as Your Lady- 
ſhip's Expreſſion was, for the Benefit and In- 
ſtruction of Yourſelf and Relations; without 
farther Heſitation, I gave Orders for the publiſh- 
ing it: And tho I may be conſcious to myſelf 
of many Imperfections in a Diſcourſe huddled, 
(as it were) together, amidſt the utmoſt Hurry 
and Confuſion of Thought ; yet choſe rather to 
expoſe it, as it is, to 1 View, than ſeem 
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DEDICATION. 


to be remiſs in any Part of Duty, or Reſpect 
to Pur Ladyſbip. * 
But what may be wanting as to the Neat- 
neſs of the Style, or Artfulneſs of the Compo- 
ſure, is in great Part made up, and compenſated 
by the Importance of the Subject treated on, 
which is that of the Chriſtian Hope, the 
Hope of a future and bleſſed Reſurrection: For 
which Hope's Sake, St. Paul was contented to 
be bound with Chains, and the Primitive Mar- 
'tyrs and Confeſſors to endure patiently all man- 
mer of Tryals and Aſlictions; and this is that 
Hope ( moſt Excellent Lady!) which if laid 
10 Heart, and con ſider d as it ought to be, will 
not fail ( by God's Grace) of comforting and 
ſupporting Jour Spirits; and alone will be able to 
afford a Remedy anſwerable to the Stroke giv/'n. 
Your Grief ( Madam ) muſt needs lie deep, 
is of an uncommon Size, and admits of Ag- 
 gravation from the incomparable Worth and 
Goodneſs of Your departed Lord: But then, 
through this Cloud of Sorrow, a glorious Ray 
of Comfort does viſibly dart forth itſelf ; and 
the better the Chriſtian, the more aſſured is our 
Hope of him; and the greater will be his 
| Share 
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Share of Bleſſedneſ in the Kingdom of our 


Heavnly Father. 


Seeing then, the Almighty has been pleas'd 
to make a Separation betwiæt Yon, it will be a 
Chriſtian Part in Tour Ladyſhip to ſubmit 
Yourſelf wholly to His righteous Will and Plea- 


ſure : And as Your Tryal is great, ſo that He 
may afford You Strength, and Courage, and Pa- 
tience ſufficient to go through therewith ; that 


He may enliven Your Faith, and quicken and 
invigorate Your Hope by the Influence of bis 
Spirit; and alſo out of His great Goodneſs 
grant unto us a long Continuance of ſo valua- 
ble a Life; ſhall be the ſincere and conſtant 


Prayer of, 


Your Ladyſhip's 
Moft obliged, 
Moft thankful, and 
Moſt obedient Servant, 


SAMUEL RockERS. 


1 Trex ss. iv. 12, 14. 

But I would not have you to be ignorant, Bre- 
thren, concerning them which are afleep, 
that ye ſorrow not, even as others, which 
have no Hope. For if we believe, that Jeſus 


died, and roſe again, even ſo them alſo which 


ſleep in Jeſus, will God bring with Him. 


ER N the beginning of Chriſtianity, its Pro- 


) TX feſſors were vilited and harraſs'd with 
] frequent Deaths, and that not only in a 
tz tural but violent Way, from the Ma- 
— ice of their inveterate Enemies; which 
was Matter of great Grief to the Brethren, and in a 
manner overwhelm'd them with Sorrow. That the 
Apoſtle therefore might teach em to moderate their 
Grief, and ſet Bounds to their overflowing Paſſions, 
he puts em in Mind of their Chriſtian Hope, as the 
ſure and only Remedy in ſuch Caſes. I woald not have 
you to be ignorant, Brethren, concerning them which are 
aſleep, which ſleep in the Duſt of the Earth, hat ye 
ſorrow not, even as others, which have no Hope, like the 
Heathen World, whoſe Hopes being ſtinted to this 
Life, and not being able to look beyond the Grave, 
may well be caſt down and overborne with Sorrow : 
But the Caſe of the Chriſtian is far otherwiſe, for he ; 
lives under the comfortable Expectation of a glorious 
Reſurrection; and tho? he cannot help ſorrowing bor 
the 
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the Loſs of Friends, yet has Reaſon hence not to be 
too much dejected, or driven into Deſpar thereby. 
And here the Wiſdom of the Spirit is plainly diſ- 
cernible in the Words of the Apoſtle, which do not 
teach Chriſtians to lay aſide all Grief, to diveſt them- 
ſelves of their natural Paſſions, and immediately to 
become inſenſible as to A ffliction or Sorrow; which 
had been very unnatural, and conſidering our Frame 
and make, impoſſible to have been effected: But what 
the Apoſtle deſires of em, is to put ſome Stop thereto, 
and not ſuffer it to exceed all manner of Bounds; and 
that from the warrantable Expectation they had of a 
glorious Immortality in Heav'n. For, as the Apoſtle 
goes on, if we believe that Jeſus died, and roſe apain, 
this we may depend upon as a ſure and neceſſary 
Conſequence, that even them alſo which ſleep in Jeſus, 
will God bring with him, and exalt em to Glory, 
And for their farther Comfort, the Apoſtle has aſ- 
ſur'd Chriſtians, that their departed Friends are not 
in any wiſe, in a worſe, but rather better Condition, 
than thoſe that are alive; or that ſhall happen to be 
jo, at the Coming of their Lord: For as he goes on 
to inform us, ver. 15. This we farther ſay unto you by 
the Word of the Lord, not from any private Motion 
of our own, but by Inſpiration from God, 'That thoſe 
which are altve, and happen to remain unto the Coming 
of the Lora, ſhall not prevent them which are aſleep ; for 
the Lord Himſelf ſhall deſcend from Heav/n with a Shout, 
with the Voice of the Arch- Angel, and the Trump of God, 
and the Dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt, thoſe that have 
been long ſince Dead in Chriſt ſhall have the Prefe- 
rence as to the firſt Riſing ; then thoſe which. are * 
an 


and remain, ſhall be caught up together with them in 
the Clouds to meet the Lord in the Air; and ſo ſhall 
they ever be with the Lord: Wherefore, as the Apo- 
ſtle juſtly ſuhjoins, they had Reaſon to comfort one 
another with theſe Words, + . 

In diſcourſing farther upon the Text, I ſhall inſiſt 
upon the following Particulars: 


Firſt, Shall ſhew, that the Chriſtian Hope is the 
only true Ground for Comfort and Support under 
ev'ry Tryal and Affliction of Life: 

Secondly, That the Chriſtian Hope is a Matter of 
the utmoſt Certainty, as being founded upon the 
Death and Reſurrection of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt : From whence, = 

Thirdly, It will follow by neceſſary Conſequence, 
that all thoſe who ſleep in Chriſt, will be rais' d 
again, and that to Glory: Is 

Fourthly and Laſtly, Shall make an Application 
of the Whole to the ſad Occaſion of our preſent 
Meeting. | | 


I. I ſhall ſhew, that the Chriſtian Hope is the 
only true Ground for Comfort and Suppert under 
ev'ry Tryal and Affliction of Life. 

The Hope by which the good Chriſtian is in- 
fluenc'd as to all his Thoughts, Words, and Actions, 
is the Hope of a future and bleſſed Reſurrection; 
and that Hope is infallibly grounded upon the Pro- 
miſe, and Sufferings, and ReſurreQion of his Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; and this Hope will afford 
to any Man, who conſiders it, a ſolid and laſting 
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Support under any Diſtreſs or Affliction of Life; 
for of what Nature or Kind ſoever our Afflictions 
be, whether they have Reſpect to our Souls or Bo- 
dies; to the Loſs of Friends, Relations, or Goods; 
vet ſtill there is a Remedy in Store ſufficient to 
heal all our Maladies. And, 
To try the Experiment, let us put the Caſe, that 
a Chriſtian is viſited with bodily Sickneſs; his Goods 
ſeiz d; and himſelf impriſon'd, and perſecuted for 
Conſcience Sake. The Conſideration, that he is un- 
der the Protection of an All-wiſe, and Good, and 
Powerful God, who has promis'd, that he will not 
ſoffer His faithful Servants to be tempted, or try'd, 
above that they are able, but will with the Temptation 
make a Way to eſcape, that they may be able to bear 
it: This Thought in the firſt Place can't but mightily 
raiſe a Man's Spirits: In the next, when he conliders 
farther, that he ſhall not only not be deſerted, but 
rais'd again to Life, and be amply recompens'd for 
his paſt Sufferings, ſuch a Thought as this will not 
barely raiſe and animate his Spirits, but even make 
him to rejoice, and be exceeding glad, that he is deem'd 
worthy to ſuffer in ſo good a Cauſe ; and ſuch a Man 
may boldly ſay with the Apoſtle, the Lord is my 
Helper, I will not fear what Man can do unto. me. 
And as for our Souls, they are likewiſe in the 
Hand of a Faithful Creator, are of a ſpiritual Na- 
ture, and ſuperiour to the Malice of our molt bitter 
Enemies, ſo that there cannot be any Occaſion for 
Fear on their Part ; nor need we to be over-aw'd by 
= Men, who can do no more than deſtroy the Body, and 
1 are not able to kill the Soul; but all our Fears muſt be 
q directed 
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directed towards Him, who 7s able to deſtroy both Body 
and Soul in Heli, And, | 

As the Chriſtian Hope is ſufficient to animate us 
under the greateſt Neceſſities, much more ſo under 
leſſer Conflicts, ſuch as are the Loſs of Friends, Re- 
lations, & c. who altho' they may have been dear to 
us, yet have paid but the common Debt of Nature ; 
and tho? their Converſations may have been very uſe- 
ful and pleaſant whilſt here, yet are they themſelves 
gone to enjoy a far greater Bleſſedneſs; and this their 
Abſence from the Body ( as the Apoſtle teaches) 1s 
but a Means only of their being preſent with the Lord; 
which is a comfortable Reflection, and inſtead of 
over-charging us with Sorrow, ſhould, methinks ! 
have rather a contrary Effect, and make us with 
St. Paul almoſt with to be diſſolv'd; fo that, by that 

Means, we might have the Happineſs of joining our- 
ſelves to ſuch bleſſed and delighttul Company, as are 
the Souls of juſt Men and Women made perfect ; 
and. the ſeveral Orders of the Angelical Hoit ; who 
are evermore rejoicing and praiſing God; and giving 
Glory, and Honour, and Pow'r unto Him that ſitteth 
upon the Throne, and unto the Lamb that reigneth for 
ever and ever. 

So that altho Afflictions for the preſent, according 
to the Apoſtle, are nor joyous but grievous; yet con- 
ſidering that all Things, even Diſtreſſes and Loſles 
are continually working together for good to them that 
love God, and hope in his Mercy: Conſidering theſe 
Things, the good Chriſtian, lt ho“ troubled on every 
ſide, yet has no Reaſon to be diſtreſsd; tho perplexed, 
yet not to deſpair; tho perſecated, yet not to look up- 
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on himſelf as quite forſaken, tho caſt du n, yet not 
deftrcyd; thus you ſee the Sufficiency of the Chri- 
ſtian Hope, and what Armour it is againſt all Ad- 
verſity. 1 

Let us now, on the other hand, conſider a Man 
under the ſame Preſſures and Afflictions, but alto- 
gether devoid of this Hope, as the Heathen World 
was; or who had it but reveaPd to them in part, 
as thoſe of the Jewiſh Nation ; and you will find 
but too much Reaſon for all their perplexed and un- 
certain Arguings and Actings. 

As for the Heathen World, the Philoſophers them- 
ſelves, the Men of Parts and Literature were at a 


ſtrange Loſs when nearly preſs'd with Pain or Af- 


fiction ; for Inſtance, the Epicureans propos d no- 
thing farther to themſelves, than preſent Eaſe and 
Happineſs, and left nothing uneſſay d to accompliſh 
it ; and therefore, whenever they happened to fall 
into ſuch Streights ( which could not but often be 
their Caſe) as robbed them of their Eaſe and Quiet, 
they were ſtraitway miſerable in Courſe. And as 
for the nobler Sect of them, the Sroccks, altho? they 
{et a great Value upon Virtue, and taught that Vir- 
tue was its own Reward 3 and maintain'd farther, 
that a wiſe Man was not capable of Pain, and that 
from a certain Power and Indolence of Mind: yet 
theſe fine Schemes, without a ſuitable Reward, were 
not ſufficient upon which to raiſe ſo large a Stru- 
ure: and theſe Philoſophers, when upon the Rack 
and Torture, found to their Coſt, that their boaſted 
Indolence was nothing but Words and Talk, and 
that they were as capable of Pain as other Men ; 
an 
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and tho? virtuous Actions do naturally carry ſome 
ſort of Reward along with them, yet it can never be 
worth any Man's while to ſuffer meerly for the fake 
of Virtue, without a Proſpect of a future Recom- 
pence. | wy oh 

And as to the Jews themſelves, altho'ꝰ many excel- 
lent Truths are delivered in their Law, and that 
from the Mouth of God Himſelf ; yet the Fulneſs 
of the Revelation concerning a bleſſed Reſurrection, 
ſeems to have been reſerved for the Promulgation of 
the Son of God; Moſes being not to promiſe the 
Happineſs he could not give; ſo that Life and Im- 
mortality (as the Apoſtle teaches) were truly brought 
to Light thro the Goſpel ; and altho? there were many 
Intimations in the Old Law and the Prophets, of a 
future Reſurrection, yet was there no poſitive or 
plain Precept about it; inſomuch that a large Sect 
among the Jews, namely, the Sadducees, flatly deny'd 
a Reſurrection ; and even our Saviour himſelf was 
forced to prove the ſame Truth by an Inference 
from the Words of the Law; and from that Paſ- 
ſage therein, where God calls himſelf, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob, 
he concludes that thoſe Perſons were then living, 
altho' they had long before been laid in their Graves, 
and that becauſe God is not the God of the dead, 
but of the living ; Which ſort of Argumentation, 
tho it may be Sand and good, yet not plain enough 
for a Precept, nor eaſy to be apprehended by ordi- 
nary Capacities; from which Uncertainty proceeded 
all their Doubts, and Jealoulies, and fear ful Actings: 
So that St. Paal might well ask, as he does, 1 _ — 

Vhere 
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W here is the Wiſe ? where is the Scribe? where is the 
Diſpater of this World ? Let them bring forth their 

fine Reaſonings, and weigh em in their Balance, 

and I will ſhew unto them how vain and light they 

are; and that all the Wiſdom of this World is meer 
Fooliſhneſs, if compared with the ſaving Truths of 
the Goſpel, and the bleſſed Hope of a future Re- 

ſurrection: fo that we may jultly conclude, that the 

Chriſtian Hope alone will afford real Satisfaction and 

Happineſs, and at the ſame time be as an Anchor 

of the Soul both {ure and ſtedfaſt, and which will 

keep us ſo fixed to our main Purpole, as that no- 

thing, no external Accident, or Diſadvantage ſhall be 

able to ſhake our Conſtancy or Reſolution, I pro- 

ceed for your farther Conſolation, to ſhew 
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II. That the Chriſtian Hope is a Matter of the 
utmolt Certainty, as being founded upon the Death 
2 Reſurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. Ig 

The Chriſtian Hope, or Doctrine of a ReſurreCtion, 
you fee, is wiſely adapted to the Circumſtances of 
Life, and to the ſecuring the. Peace and Quiet of: our 
Conſciences; ſo that it highly concerns us to have it 
firmly grounded and eſtabliſf'd; and the Ground 
thereof (as the Apoſtle teaches) is the Death and 
Reſurrection of our Saviour Chriſt; ſo that if Jeſus 
Chriſt died, and roſe again, then may we be aſſur'd, 
that we alſo ſhall be rais'd in like manner. | 

Jeſus Chriſt was the Perſon all along-promis'd and 
deſcrib'd by the Prophets, as the Malſiah, the Son of 
God, and the Saviour of the World; and this _ 
ent 
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111 es a 
lent and extraordinary Perſon made his Appearance 
in the Fulneſs of Time, juſt as He had been decy- 
pher'd in the Holy Writings, and anſwer'd exactly 
to all the Characters given of Him: He was humbie, 
and meek, and innocent ; He was oppreſs'd, He was 
afflicted, and perſecuted to Death; and yet at the 
ſame time, by the wonderful Works He did amongſt 
Men, ſhew'd Himſelf to be authoriz'd by God, and 
His ſpecial Meſſenger ; and being according to the Ap- 
pointment of His Father, and His own free Choice, 
to lay down His Life as a Ranſom for the Sins of 
Men; he permitted the Malice of His Enemies to 
prevail againſt His Innocency ; and ſubmitted Him- 
{elf ſo far as to ſuffer Death; ev'n the painful and ig- 
nominious Death of the Croſs; to which He was 
ſentenced by the Roman Governor, and which the 
Jews His bitter Enemies took Care to ſee ſtrictly exe- 
cuted upon Him; inſomuch that after He had giv'n 
up the Ghoſt, an officious Soldier to make ſure Work 
of it, pierced His Side with a Spear, out of which iſ- 
ſu'd forth Blood and Water; he wounded by this 
Violence the Membrane that incloſes the Heart, from 
whence came forth Blood and Water, a certain Sign. 
that Death had ſome while paſſed upon Him; the 
ſerous Part of the Blood being ſeparated from the. 
grumous, 

And Him thus ſlain they laid in a new Sepulchre, 
and cloſed the Mouth thereof with a large Stone ; 
and ſeal'd it, (as was the Cuſtom of thoie Times) 
that it might not be broken up; and alſo ſet a Watch 
to guard and ſecure the Body ; the Reaton of all 
which Caution was this, Jeſus had ſtaked the 1 
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of all He had ſaid and done, upon the coming to vals 
of this great Work, to wit, of His Riſing again from 
the Dead the third Day; ſo that the Phariſees took 
all imaginable Care to diſappoint His Hope in this 
Particular; and to render abortive His Prediction; 
as knowing, that if this Thing came to paſs. all the 
People would believe on Him; but notwithſtanding 
all their Care and Caution, Jeſus, as He had foretold, 
did rife again the third Day; an Angel in bright Ap- 
parel came and rolied away the Stone from the Mouth 
of the Sepulchre; and the Soldiery fell down to the 
Ground, and were ſtruck half dead with Amaze- 
ment ; and when they told what had happen'd to 
the Chief Priefts, they gave 'em a large Quantity of 
Money, to ſay ; that His Diſciples came by Night, and 
flole Him away whilſt thy ſlep! ; an Excuſe ill agreeing 
with their great Caution and Circumſpection. And 
which was evidently prov'd to be of no Moment, by 
the Appearance of Jeſus Himſelf at many and ſundry 
Times, and before divers Witneſſes after His Reſur- 
rection; all which proved beyond Contradiction, 
that He was alive again, notwithſtanding the Denials 
of the Jews ; thus St. Luke aſſures us, A. i. 3. That 
He ſhew'd Himſelf alive after His Paſſion by many infal- 
lible Proofs, being ſeen of them (His Diſciples) forty 
Days, and ſpeaking to them of the Things pertaining to 
the King dom of God, And St. Paul thus teaches, 
1 Cor. xv. 3, &c. That Chriſt died for our Sins, was 
buried, and roſe again, and, as an evident Proof there- 
of, was ſeen of Cephas, that is, of Peter, then of the 
Twelve, after that He was ſeen of above Five hundred 
Brethren at once, after that of James; then of all the 


Apoſtles, 


Apoſtles, laſt of all of St. Paul himſelf. So that here 
are great Numbers of Witneſſes to a plain Matter of 
Fact; the Truth of which cannot be deny'd by any 
reaſonable Man. 92 5 | 
And if Men ſhould he ſo perverſe, yet ſtil] would 
they get nothing by their vain Denials ; for Jeſus did 
not only prove Himſelf to be alive again by number- 
leſs and credible Witneſſes; but by miraculous Works 
alſo, which His Diſciples were afterwards impower'd 
to do in His Name; and thereby as we read, A. 
xiv. 3. He gave ample Teſtimony to the Word of His 
Grace, to wit, by the Wonders and Signs that were 
done by His Authority and their Hands, So that no 
Matter of Fact can be more fully made out, than 
this, that Jeſus both died and roſe again; and if He 
both died and roſe again; then is He by this great 
Work infallibly prov'd-to be God's Meſſenger ; and 
alſo to be in full Pow'r with His Father. Seeing 
then He is exalted at the Right Hand of God to be a 
Prince and 4 Saviour, we may depend upon it, that 
He will be as good as His Word to us, and raiſe up 
again our dead Bodies, and be ready to ſave unto the 
 uttermoſt all them that come unto God by Him. Which 
brings me to my third Particular, viz. 


III. To ſhew, how by neceſſary Conſequence it 
follows from the Reſurrection of Jeſus, that all thoſe 
wag ſleep in Him, will be raiſed again, and that to 

Glory. | 
The Reſurrection of Jeſus is the Ground-Work 
of our own Reſurrection, and He Himſelf having 
a C | appeal'd 


appeal'd to this great Miracle, for the Confirmation 
of all He had deliver'd, and the Miracle coming to 
paſs as He had foretold ; it was a manifeſt Indication, 
that He was highly in Favour with God ; and the 
Father thereby ſet His Seal to it, that whatever He 
had ſpoken or promis'd in His Name was true, and 
ſhovld be confirm'd by Him; and this Man, thas ap- 
provꝰd of God by Signs and Wonders, and who is the 
ay and the Truth, has aſſur' d His faithful Diſciples, 
that they (ball not be forſaken by Him, nor be left 
in the Grave to be forgotten for ever ; but as He 
receiv'd Power from the Father to quicken whom He 
will, ev'n ſo will He raiſe up at the laſt Day all thoſe 
that believe on Him, T 
Nor has He barely promis'd all this, but giv'n us 
an Inſtance of it likewiſe in His own Perſon, that 
it ſhall ſo happen unto us; and as St. Paul argues, 
1 Cor. xv. 12. If Chriſt be preach'd, that He roſe from 
the Dead, how ſay ſome among you, that there is no Re- 
ſurredt ion of the Dead? With what Conſiſtency can 
it be alledg'd, that there is no Reſurrection? Where- 
as the Thing is plainly true in Fact; and if there be 
0 Reſarrection, then is Chriſt not riſen, and all thoſe 
are found to be Liars and falſe Witneſſes who have teſti- 
fyd as much; but thoſe Witneſſes are many, and of 
undoubted Repute and Credit; and therefore, as the 
Apolile juſtly ſubſumes, Ver. 20. Chriſt is riſen from 
the Dead, and become the Firſt Fruits of them that ſlept ; 
and if Chrift the Firft Fruits is rais'd again, then we 
may depend upon it, that the whole Maſs or Bod 
ol the Faithiul will alſo be rais d and ſanctiſy'd again, 


as 


as we are taught in the Text; if it be reaſonable 
to believe, that Chriſt died, and roſe again, then in 
the Opinion of the Apoſtle it follows, that all thoſe 
who ſleep in Him will be raid, and even be intro- 
duc'd with Him into Glory, 

It does not indeed yet appear what we ſhall be, how 
greatly glorily'd ; but this we know, whin He ſhall ap- 
pear Edi Qaverwly, when the Thing comes to be ma- 
_ nifeited at the laſt Day, that we [ball be like our Sa- 
 wiour in glorious Bodies; for we ſhall ſee Him as He 
is in all His Glory; which glorious Viſion Fleſh 
and Blood will not be capable of, 1 Joh. iii. 2. And 
therefore according to St. Paul, 1 Cor. xv. a Won 
derful Change will be wrought in us, and this 
Corruptible muſt put on Incorruption; and this Mor- 
tal Immortality; that it may be render'd capa- 
ble of Heav'nly Bliſs: Bur tho' on Account of 
the Incapacity of our Natures, we are not able 
to conceive the full Extent of that Bleſſedneſs that 
awaits us hereafter; and tho' as St. Paal teaches, 
1 Cor, Xili. 12. We muſt content ourſelves at pre- 
ſent, 0 ſee as thro a Glaſs aatkly, yet then Face to 
Face; tho" nom we know bat in Part, yet then (hall 
we know even 4s alſo we are known; and if a Man 
| ſhall one Day know God, ev'n as He is known 
of him, then it ſeems as if he was to be let into, 
at one View, all the Wiſdom, and the Wonders 
of Providence; and then what an admirable 
Scene will be open'd for our Contemplation and 
Delight? And this Pleaſure will never have an 
End, for we ſhall ever be with the Lord, provided 
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that we ſleep and die in Him, provided that 
we ſincerely believe Him to be the Chriſt, and 
lead Lives anſwerable to the Holy Rules of the 
Goſpel. I haſten to my fourth and laſt Particu- 
lar, viz, EET of | 


IV. To make an Application of the Whole to 
the ſad Occaſion of our preſent Meeting. 

I need not tell you (my Brethren ) that the 

Occaſion of our Meeting is for the Interment of 
a very great and very good Man, whoſe mortal 
Remains lie here before us; a ſad Spectacle of hu- 
mane Weakneſs and Frailty.” 
His Birth, and Quality, and Deſcent from a long 
Train of Noble Anceſtors ſufficiently ſhew his Great- 
neſs ; and ev'ry Action of his Life, his extraordi- 
nary Worth and Goodneſs, 

His Father had the Misfortune to be taken out 
of the World whilſt this his Son was very young; 
but juſt exceeding five Years of Age; ſo that he 
was early left to the Care of an indulgent and re- 
ligious Mother, who took Care to provide him a 
Tutor for his Inſtruction, of known Worth and 
Piety, by whoſe Induſtry and Application (having 
naturally a quick and ready Genius) he became 
ſufficiently vers'd in the Latin Tongue ; and by 
other Helps and Means, was a thorough Proficient 
in the French Language, in which he could readily 
diſcourſe ; and, at the ſame time, was no Stranger 
to other liberal Arts and Sciences. 
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But yet the Bent of his Inclinations very early 
 ſhew'd itſelf to be chiefly towards Piety and Good- 
eſs ; fo that we may ſay of him, that he was 
rightly diſpos d for eternal Life; and this good 
Diſpoſition of his was ſo carefully obſerv'd, im- 
prov'd, and water'd by his diligent Inſtructor, as 
to briog forth Fruit in abundance ; and the more 
he advanc'd in Years, and by how much he came 
to underſtand better the Reaſons and Grounds for 
believing ; by ſo much was he more and more in 
Love with the wholſome, and ſaving Truths of 
the Goſpel, and ever ready to put em in Practice 
accordingly. Inſomuch that he was not only con- 
ſtant at his private Devotions, but always ready 
to attend the publick Calls to Prayr and religious 
Exerciſes. T » 
Beſide, at leiſure Hours, when any Neighbours 
had Occaſion for his Help or Aſſiſtance, he was. 
ever ready to do them any kind Offices, as well 
with Reſpe& to his Charity to them, which he 
always diſpens d with a large and open Hand; 
as to the reconciling their private Quarrels and Dif— 
ferences; which he frequently did at his own Colt, 
and was ever pleas'd to find out Methods of Reconci- 
lation betwixt contending Parties ; which Things, 
as they drew upon him the Admiration, ſo like- 
Wiſe the Love of all good Men. e 
When he came to be of Age, and enter'd upon 
his Eſtate, he turn d his Thoughts towards Ma- 
trimony; and had the good Fortune to place his 
Affections upon a moſt excellent Lady, the Lady 
* Dorothy 
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Dorothy Manners, his now diſconſolate and afftifted 


Widow, of the moſt Noble and Illuſtrious Houſe of 


Ratland ; a Lady of rare Endowments both of 


Mind and Body, with whom he was mightily 


enamout' d; and that Love was ſo well cheriſhd 


and improv'd by her prudent, and aftable, and 
obliging Behaviour towards him, that they be- 


came 4 perfect Pattern of conjugal Love and Af 
fedtion  berwixt whom, you ſhould ſee nothing 
paſs but mutual Kindneſſes and Endearments, and 


they ſeem'd to be ſo [{trialy united to each other, 


as if they breathed the ſame Soul; fo that there 


was in the Family a perpetual Quiet and Calm, 


nor was there room left for any deſigning Perſon 
whatſoever to interpoſe the leaſt Suſpicion or Jea- 


| louſy between them. By this incomparable Lady he 


had Iſſue ſix lovely Children all living, the eldeſt 
of whom ſucceeds to the Honour and Eſtate, a 


Youth of pregnant Parts, and promiſing Hope; 1 
| heartily pray God he may not come behind his 


Father in any Gift. What I ſhall ſay farther with 
reference to his Family, is, that he was a chaſt 


and loving Husband ; a kind and indulgent Fa- 


ther; and the beſt of Maſters. 

As to Political Matters, I ſhall only ſay, that he 
was a great Lover of the Queen's Majeſty, ever 
ready to pay Obedience to all Her Lawful Com- 
mands, and had mightily at Heart the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion in the Line of Hanover; for the effect- 
ing of which great Good to his Religion and his 


Country, he would have thought no Coſt or Ha- 
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zard too great; but as for State- Affairs ( fo long 
as Religion and the Conſtitution by Law Eſta- 
bliſh'd were ſafe) they were far from being his 
chief Concernment; and he took more Delight 
in retiring to his Cloſet, than in being careſsd 
and honour'd in Prince's Court. 
And now I am ſpeaking again of Religion his 
chief Delight, give me Leave to add, that he was 
ſo ſtrict an Obſerver of all his own Thoughts, 
Words, and Actions; and fo careful to have a 
Conſcience void of Offence towards God, and to- 
Wards Man, that he examin'd himſelf daily, and 
wrote down his Scruples on purpoſe that no Fai- 
lure might paſs him unrepented of; nor any Evil 
be remov'd, or Mercy granted, without paying 
due Thanks and Acknowledgments to the kind 
Hand that warded off the one, or vouchſafed the 
other; and for theſe Purpoſes, he frequently im- 
pos'd upon himſelf long Courſes of religious Ex- 
erciſe, and Meditation, and ſpent Hours in Pray'r; 
as if he intended literally to verify that of the A- 
poſtle, of praying always, and without ceaſing, 
When our Saviour told the young Man in the 
Goſpel, who came to enquire of him the Way 
to eternal Life, that he muſt keep the Command- 
ments, muſt love God, and his Neighbour ; he 
anſwerd, all theſe Things have 1 kept from my 
Youth up ; then it is faid, that our Saviour loved 
bim; and yet as it follows, he could not find 
in his Heart to part with his Riches for the Sake 
of Religion, O how then would our Saviour Ray 
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not only made it bis conſtant 
the Commandinetits, 
vances towards he ut mo Perfection 4 
and what 'Charge Will e give to His in⸗ 
gels to conduct fa y Bis pious Soul? how. 
witty pen Arms weur he be receivid by Him into 

Habitat >?" And, Oh how great will 
* being er with: the. Lord? 
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